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Plant sciences have a great potential for the improvement of food and cash crops in tropical coun-
tries. However, how do intellectual property rights (TRIPS/UPOV) and international policies influ-
ence the use of plant biotechnology for development in tropical countries? Are there sufficient in-
centives to invest in the improvement and commercialization of orphan crops? Can access to new 
technologies in plant breeding be ensured through open innovation platforms? Who should be in 
charge of skill and knowledge transfer for agricultural innovation in tropical countries?
In this panel discussion we address these great challenges from different angles, with insights and 
perspectives from different experts.

Moderation
Guillaume Lacavé, Sofia Nobre and Arianna Nigro – PhD fellows of the Marie Curie Actions 
research fellowship program - IDP BRIDGES financed by the European Union under grant 
agreement no PITN-GA-2013-608422
Dr. Philipp Aerni, Director, Center for Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability CCRS, at the 
University of Zurich

Who
Anybody interested in the role of science and researchers in policy-making is welcome to attend and 
contribute to this event – PhD students, postdocs, and PIs alike.

Costs
Free entrance, no registration required
Language English

Contact
Luisa Last
Zurich-Basel Plant Science Center
+41 44 632 02 71
llast@ethz.ch

Links to organizers
 www.ccrs.uzh.ch
 www.plantsciences.ch
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