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Introduction Abiotic and biotic soil factors that influence

- Popillia japonica is an invasive pest insect in Europe. native Metarhizium abundance

- Invested areas in Northern Italy and Ticino, Switzerland.

- 300 host plants including many high-value crops. Hypothesis: Screening of native Metarhizium abundance in grasslands
. . - across Switzerland and correlation to abiotic and biotic factors will reveal

- Entomopathogenic fungi of the genus Metarhizium are tested as factors with potential relevance for BCA establishment.

biological control agent (BCA) against the soil dwelling larvae.

Methods:

- 72 grassland sites defined and investigated in the frame of the EU
project BIOINVENT

Goal: What are the biotic and abiotic soil factors that affect
fungal BCA establishment?

- Determined soil parameters:
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